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“3axkaBkasne” nan “HOxubiit Kaskas”?
K yTounennio reonoAaTH4eCKOM
HOMEHKAATYPbI

T B IAMKPLIHA3E

Teppuropust K 1ory or [tasHoro Kaskasckoro xpe6Ta Ha 3anagHhIx
s13bIKax 06o3Havaercst 06uluHO TepMiHamu “Transcaucasus”, “Tran-
scaucasia”, uTo npeacrasisieT cOG0M nepeBOa PYCCKOro “3akaBka-
3be” (aTHHCKHUIA npedUKe “TpaHC-”, COOTBETCTBYET DYCCKOM
npuctaeke “3a-"). CneaosarensHo, “Transcaucasus”, “ 3akasxa3sse”
O3HavaeT TeppUTOPHIO “3a Kapkazckum xpe6ToM”, “3a Kaskacuo- -
HH",

MMeHosath Tepmuiiom “Transcaucasus” — “3akaBkasbe” peru-
OH, PACTIOJIOXKCHIIBIE K 10I'Y 0T KaBkasckoro xpebTa, 3HaYMUT Hasbl-
BaTbh 3TY TEPPUTOPHIO, OXBAThIBaIOWWLY!I0 [Py3ui0o, ApMEHHIO H A3ep-
faltaxaH, C TOUKH 3pCHHsI CEBEPHOIO COCENa, IABaTh OLEHKY JOXKHOM
yacTH “Kaska3za” rnazamu cesepHoro Habmionarens, BCJEACTBUE
4ero 3TOT TEPMUH NPHOOPETALT ONpeeNeHHYIO MOAUTHYECKYIO OK-
PACKY, MOHITHYIO HCTOPHYECKH, HO HEOTIPAaBAAHHYIO B HhIHEWHHUX
YCIIOBHUSIX.

Kasxasckuii pernon, “Kaskas”, oxpaThiBalOILMi TEPPUTOPHIO
k cesepy 101y o1 Dasnoro Kasxkazckoro xpe6ra, CBsi3aH ¢ rpeye-
CKHM Ha3BaHHeEM 3TOro xpebra * Kaykacoc”. B cBOIO o4epenb, 3TOT
rpeyecKHi TEPMHUH NPOMCXOAUT, OUEBUAHO, OT APEBHEUPAHCKOTO
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Tasmas lamxpense

“kap kah™, qro B nepesose osnavaet “ Bonsiuas ropa”.

TakinroGpaons, “Kagkas™ reorpad)iiecKy npeiacTasisieT coboki
ONDLACICHHY IO TEPPITOPILIO mexay UepHsim v Kacnuickum mo-
PN PA3AICHHYIO XpedToM KaBKaCHMOHM Ha IBe yacTH — Cesep-
nei Kaskas u FOxubir Kaskas.

B PVCCKOM 11 3anaaonm CAOBOYNOTPEOAEHUH TEPPHTOPHSI K Ce-
BCPY 01T KOBKAICROrO xpedra 0003114920 e TepMIHOM “Cepepnblii
Kanrai™, “Norih Caucasus™, 4 BMECTO TOrHYecKn OXHIAEMOTO 1
FeOrpaieckin ONPARAAHHOTO HaMeHoBaHusa “IOxHblii Kas-
ka3 U South Cavcasus™ perion k 101y or Kaskasckoro xpedra
OO HHEAC T OWTALIONLITM OUPCACACHHOIT TONUTHYECKOT OPHEH-
e repston U 3akaskasse T — “Transcaucasus”.

VUUTBEBASE BCe 9T0, LenecooOpa3Ho TepmiH “Transcaucasus” —
TSAKIBRAILE  FAMCUNTL B YTHX SU3bIKAX TONUTHIECKH HEeUTPIbHbI-
Mi H reorpaduiecku 6osee TouHbIMU TepMHUHAMH “CeepHbiii Kas-
ka3" (“North Caucasus™) 1 “ IOxHpiit Kapkaz” (“South Caucasus™).

DTOT BOTIPOC HEOUHOKPATHO TIOAHMMAICS Ha PasANUYHBIX MEX-
AYMAPOIHDBIX HAYYHO-TIONNTHUECKUX KOH(bepeHUMsiX H hopyMax 110
Kaskasy 11 ObUL HONOKHTCABHO BOCTIPHHAT YYACTHUKAMH YITOMSI-
HY 1LY (POPYMOB.

BAeoTe ¢ TeM HYXHO CKa3arb, YTO TPAAMLMOHHBIE TEPMAHbI
Hranscaucasus”, “ 3akarkazse ” HACTONLKO PACTIDOCTPAHEHBI B MEX -
AYHAPOUIOM COBOYNOTPEAEHHH, YTO, OYEBUAHO, IS YTBCPXJe-
HUs1 BMECTO HUX Tepmitha “HOxHbii KaBkas” (“South Caucasus™)
noTpedyvercs onpeiaeneHHoe BpeMsi. Bo BCSIKOM ciiyyae, MBI Bceraa
A0 HH B HATIOMHHATE HALTMM 3aNaZHBIM M CEBEPHBIM KOJUIETAM O
HEOUXLAUMOCTII NOROOHBIX TEPMHUHOJIOTHYECKUX YTOUHEeH Hii. Co-
OTBCTCTBEHHO CJIEIYET M3MEHHTh U TEPMUHOJIOTHIO CBSI3aHHBIX C
“HOxHbpIM KaBKa3oM” npoexToB MeXAYHAPOIHBIX OPTAHM3ALMI:
Byed ro Transcaucasus” -- “3akaskasbe” CAEAYET MCITONB30BATD
tepyvin T HOxHe Kaskas™ — “South Caucasus”. Tepmun “Tpanc-
KaBRAICKHI ™ (Hanpumep, “TpaHcKaBKa3cKask MarHCTPanb”) oCTa-

“Zaxankasne” nan “lOxXHLI Kasxas”? K yrounenmo ...
ACTCH TOULKQ B OTHOWICHWM TPOX0asiied yepe3 Bech “ MOxHbiH
Kapkas” 10poru, "Kopuiopa” B HanpasneHuy Bocrok-3anan win-
Janag-BoCcToK (JaTilICKHUH 1Pentor “1TpaHe-", KpOMe 3Ha4YeHHus!l
“3a-” BHIPAXAET TaKXe 3HaueHHe “uepe3”, “CKBO3bp’”’; CPDABHHUTE

TEPMMHBL “TPAHCATNANTHUCCKUNH | ““TPaHCCHOUPCKHUI” U JIp.).

Takue TEpMHHOAOI'NUCCKHE YTOUHEHMS MO OTHOWeHHMI0 K “Kas-
Kasy” rem 0oJiee HECOOXOIMMbE CEIOHSI, KOraa KOHLeNUny “Mup-
Horo Kaskaza” u “jluwiora kynbTyp” Ha Kaskase npuobperaior
MEXIYHAPOIHOE 3BYy1dHne U 3AaHMMAIOT BUITHOE MECTO B CHCTEME
MMHPOBLIX ITOJIUTOJIOVHYCCKHX KOHllCﬂUHﬁ KakK aHTHUTE3a pacCiipo-
crpaHeHo# Ha 3auaie naee “O CTONKHOBEHHAX UHBUIHIAUKK B
PAITHUUHDBLIX HACTSIN CHCTdl, 8 TOM YUCIE B B KABKA3CKOM DEI'HOHE.

8
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“Transcaucasia” or “South Caucasus”?
Towards a more exact geopolitical
nomenclature

Thomas V. GAMKRELIDZE

The region south of the Grear '

Caucasus Mountain Range
comprising the States of Georgia,

Armenia and Azerbajjan shouid .
becalled *South Caucasus”, in- :

stead of “Transcaucasia ",
“Transcaucasus” currently in
use in Western languages.

The terms “Transcaucasus” and “Transcaucasia” i
are translations of the Russian “Zakavkazje”
yond the Caucasus Mountain Range”.

in Western languages -
meaning “The area be- °

‘When we designate the territory located to the south of the Great ':

Caucasus Range and comprising Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan, ;

by the term “Transcaucasia” (Russian “ Zakavkazje”) we are labellin
that territory from a Russian perspective, from the view-point of 5
nonl?ern o_b§ewen This imparts to the term a special connotation, a
cert‘am Polmcal “colouring”, historically understandable but no 10;1
ger justified under present conditions. ’ .
All Caucasia, which embraces not only the Great Mountains of
Caucasus proper but also the country to the north and to the south of

“Transcaucasia” or “South Caucasus”? Towards coherence...

the Great Caucasian Range, is being designated by the common term

“Caucasus”. This is a Latinized form-of the ancient Greek name for
this region ”Kaukasos”. The Greck term may in turn be traced back-
to Old Iranian “kap kah” which means “Big Mountain”. The an-

cient nomenclature reflects the historical importance of the area where

Europe and Asia converge. Ancient Greeks made the Great Moun-

tain Range the scene of the mythical sufferings of Prometheus, and

the Argonauts sought the Golden Fleece in the mysterious land of
Colchis on the Black Sca coast, south of the Range.

Thus, geographically, the term “Caucasus” represents a definite
territory located between the Black and Caspian Seas, a wide isthmus
separating these seas and divided by the Great Caucasus Mountain
‘Range into two parts — North Caucasus and South Caucasus.

The lands to the north of the Great Caucasus Range are designa-
ted commonly as ”North Caucasus” (instead of the obsolete “Pred-
kavkazje” or “Ciscaucasia”, i.e. Hither Caucasus), while the territory
to the south of the Caucasus Mountain Range is traditionally named
in Russian and Western languages “Zakavkazje” =~ “Transcaucasia”,
this last term, as indicated above, having acquired a definite “politi-_
cal flavour”.

Because of this, we think it is expedient to replace “Transcauca-
sia” in these languages by the politically neutral and more geogra-
phically correct terms “South Caucasus” or “South Caucasia”, Germ.
“Siidkaukasus”, IFr. “Caucase méridional”.

This issue has been raised more than once at different Interna-
tional Conferences on the Caucasus and, asa rule, positively received
by their participants.

It should, however, be pointed out that the term “Transcaucasia”
is so widely spread in international usage that, obviously, a certain
period of time is necded for the latter term to be replaced by the cor-
rect “South Caucasus”, Russ. “Juzhnyi Kavkaz”.

In any case, we should always remind our Northern and Western
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colleagues of the need for more exact geographical nomenclature in
connection with the Caucasus. The terminology of International
Organizations’ Projects devoted to the Caucasus should be changed
accordingly: Referring to the southern part of the Caucasus they should
adopt exclusively the terms “South Caucasus”, “South Caucasia”,
“South Caucasian”, in place of the currently used “Transcaucasus”,
“"Transcaucasia”, “’Iranscaucasian”. The term "Transcaucasian”
should be maintained only as denoting “passing through the whole of
the South Caucasus region in an East-West or North-South direc-
tion” (e.g., “The Transcaucasian Transit Route”, “The Transcauca-
sian Corridor”: The Latin preposition “trans-”, apart from the mea-
ning “beyond”, carries also the meaning “through”, cf.
“Transatlantic”, “Transsiberian”, etc.).

Use of correct geographic nomenclature with respect to the Cau-
casian region is especially important now as the concepts of the
“Peaceful Caucasus” and the “Dialogue of Cultures and Civiliza-
tions in the Caucasus” acquire ever more international politological
significance as an antithesis to the widely spread concept of the “Clash
of Civilizations” in different parts of the World, including the Cau-
casus.
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